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young. In a court of law the evidence of children
is usually of the greatest value. Judges tell us that
they are among the best witnesses, because they
relate simply and clearly their mental impressions.
There can be no doubt that in these essays also
we have clear expression of what the children have
definitely attributed to God and of what our teaching
about Him has at least failed to dispel. There is,
for example, an unmistakable association of the action
of God with street accidents in such assertions as :

" We may get run over by accident but God made
that accident," and

" They may be going errands for their mothers
and have an accident on their way, which really is
arranged by God Himself as their punishment,7' or
again

" God will punish her. He will see her perhaps
crossing a road and get run over by a tramcar. The
people will take her to the hospital not knowing that
she has been stealing and that Gocl is punishing her
in his own way.'*

Bodily suffering and disease and the loss of sight
or speech may also be visitations of an offended
Deity, as the following statements shew.

'* God can take away his sight and make him dumb
and that will be a very severe punishment."

" She might be hurt," writes a girl, " so that she
could not leave her bed all the days of her life. She
might be punished by losing her sight."

" Perhaps he will be poorly and go through much
suffering, for God is always slow and sure."

" God would not punish him by putting him in
prison or by the cane, but by making him ill or